Writing a DBQ for APUSH
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1. You are writing to impress and AP reader who will have approximately two minutes to read your essay. You must convince them that you are intelligent.

2. RTFQ

You must read the question to focus on the answer.

3. Use the following format to answer your question:

I. Thesis


A. Most important statement that directly answers the question: Topic Sent



1. Most important specific factual information which demonstrates both knowledge




and understanding of HOW this information SUPPORTS your thesis.



2. Next most important



3. Ditto



4. Conclusion


B. DITTO 



1. Ditto



2. Ditto



3. Ditto



4.Ditto


C...Do it as many times as it takes to answer the question

II. Conclusion 


A. summarize topic sentences 

4. Begin each paragraph with a topic sentence which defends your THESIS and support it with factual information. Use names, dates, places, events and terminology of history. Do NOT list and avoid VOMIT essays

5. When possible focus on the complexity of history. Demonstrate that you understand the concept of the multi causation. Breadth and Depth...Breadth and Depth.

6. No personal pronouns...You don't have a Ph.D. so leave YOU out of it...and I and me.

7. If the opportunity arises, define when possible. For instance, if it asks about Democratic ideals, explain Democratic ideals. If it asks about the Jacksonian Age, define what it meant.

8. Stick to the time period.

9. Transitions! Conjunctions...Squeeze the toothpaste, don't bludgeon them. 

10. 50% Document use...50% Outside information

11. Cite Documents.

12. Look at sources, dates...make connections with time

13. Paraphrase and cite, quote sparingly

14. Use terminology if possible: For example: Puritans: Covenant, Elect

15. Watch your time

16. Have Fun!

