How to compose a Thesis
What is a Thesis?

The Thesis is a controlling idea around which you construct the rest of your paper. In a social studies paper, the thesis generally explains why or how something happened. A social studies paper takes a stand on an issue or a problem and attempts to develop a coherent and persuasive line of though intended to convince the reader of the validity of that stand. Your thesis is coherent and persuasive line of thought intended to convince the reader of the validity of that stand. Your thesis is the concise single sentence statement of your argument and summarizes the central idea or purpose of your essay. Do not simply announce your topic or restate the questions. It is important you indicate clearly in the thesis where you are going with the essay. 

The reader should know immediately you reaction to the question. 

Every word of your paper should support your thesis. Information you do not directly relate to your thesis will appear irrelevant. This means of courses that in paper with a weak or no thesis much of the paper will appear to irrelevant and unguided. 

All Social Studies expository essays will require students to respond analytically. In other words you will be asked to explain why something happened, not just that it happened. Rarely will a student simply be asked to describe events or details. Once you understand the major point of analysis then you must break the question down. Look for terms that need identification, dates of important ways to categorize the essay the setting and the subject.

Once this task is completed you need to take a position. How is the question to be answered? Often there will be several ways to answer the question. In any case a clear, complex and creative thesis statement recognized this characteristic of expository writing and uses this to enhance the overall quality of the essay. 

