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Document D

Source: Articles of Agreement, Springfield, Massachusetts, 1636

We whose names are underwritten, being by God’s providence engaged together to make a planta-
tion . . . do mutually agree to certain articles and orders to be observed and kept by us and by our
SUCCesSOors. . . . )

1. We intend by God’s grace, as soon as we can, with'all convenient speed, to prdcure some Godly
and faithful minister with whom we purpose to join in church covenant to walk in all the ways
of Christ.

2. We intend that our town shall be composed of forty families, . . . rich and poor.

3. That every inhabitant shall have a convenient proportion for a house lot, as we shall see [fit] for
everyone's quality and estate. . ..

5. That everyone shall have a share of the meadow or planting ground. . ... 7

Document E
Source: Wage and Price Regulations in Connecticut, 1676

Whereas a great cry of oppression is heard among us, and that principally pointed at workmen and
traders, which is hard to regulate without a standard for pay, it is therefore ordered that. .. [prices
and wages] be duly set at each of our General Courts annually, . . . [A]ll breaches of this order to be
punished proportionable to the value of the oppression. ... This court : .. in the interim recom-
mends [that] all tradesmen and laborers consider the religious end of their callings, which is that
receiving such moderate profit as may enable them to serve God and their neighbors with their arts
and trades comfortably, they do not enrich themselves suddenly and inordinately (by oppressing
prices and wages to the impoverishing [of] their neighbors . . . live in the practice of that crying sin
of oppression, but avoid it. o
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