US History II
Chapter 21: Civil Rights (1954-1968)
Study Questions

Section 1: Taking on Segregation
1. What did the Civil Rights Act of 1875 say?  Why didn’t it work?

2. How did the Supreme Court decision in Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) impact African Americans for over 50 years?

3. Identify 3 ways that events during World War II laid the groundwork for African Americans to fight for civil rights.
4. What was the legal strategy of the NAACP in the immediate post-World 
War II period? 

5. What was the decision in the Brown v. Board of Education court case?

6. Why weren't schools in all regions desegregated immediately after the Brown decision? 

7. What were the 3 key provisions of the Civil Rights Act of 1957? (Chart on pg. 714)
8. Who was Rosa Parks?  What did she do and what happened to her?  

9. Who led the Montgomery bus boycott in 1955-1956?  How did it end? 

10. What did Martin Luther King, Jr. mean by "soul force"? 

11. What were the goals of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) and Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC)? 

12. How did the tactics of the student protestors from SNCC differ from those of the boycotters in Montgomery, AL? 
Section 2:  The Triumphs of a Crusade

13. Who were the freedom riders and what did they hope to achieve? 

14. How did the Kennedy administration deal with the policies of the segregationist governors of Alabama and Mississippi? 

15. What did the children crusades in Birmingham, Alabama involve?  What did they accomplish?
16. Why did civil rights organizers ask their supporters to march on Washington in the summer of 1963?  What historic speech occurred there?
17. What did the Civil Rights Act of 1964 do?

18. Why did civil rights groups organize Freedom Summer in 1964? 

19. Who was Fannie Lou Hamer?  What were the goals of the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party [MFDP]?   Were these goals achieved immediately?

20. Why was the 24th Amendment to the Constitution passed in 1964? (box on pg 716)

21. What was the goal of the Selma Campaign?  
22. What were the 2 key provisions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965? (Chart on pg 714)
Section 3:  Challenges and Changes in the Movement

23. What is the difference between de facto segregation and de jure segregation?  Why is the first harder to eliminate? 

24. What were some of the causes of urban rioting in the 1960s? 

25. What were some of the key beliefs that Malcolm X originally advocated?  How did these beliefs change after his pilgrimage to Mecca?
26. Who was Stokely Carmichael?  Why did some civil rights leaders urge him to stop using the slogan "Black Power!"? 

27. Why were the Black Panthers created?  What was their goal? 

28. Why did Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. object to the Black Panther movement? 

29. How did many major cities around the country react to the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.? 

30. What was the purpose of the Kerner Commission?  What did their findings state?  Did the government act on these findings?  Why or why not?

31. What were 3 key provisions of the Civil Rights Act of 1968?  (Chart on pg. 714)
32. Identify 4 major accomplishments of the civil rights movement. 

33. Identify 2 major inequalities that still exist between whites and blacks.  (Hint:  use the pie graphs on pg. 723)
