Timeline: Major Events of the 1960s

1960-1963

1960
· The Students for a Democratic Society (SDS) is founded. 

· The Young Americans for Freedom (YAF) is founded. 

· The Young American for Freedom issue the Sharon Statement. 

· February 1 - 4 black college students from North Carolina Agricultural and Technical College sat down at a segregated Woolworth's lunch counter in Greensboro, North Carolina and refused to leave, they are then allowed to stay at the counter, but are refused service. The sit-in captured the media attention and soon spread all over the south. 

· March 15 - The sit-ins spread to 15 cities in 5 southern states. 

· April 16-17 - Young black activists and students then go on to found the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC). (Raleigh, N.C.) The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) is founded at Shaw University, providing young blacks with a place in the civil rights movement. The SNCC later grows into a more radical organization, especially under the leadership of Stokely Carmichael, 1966 through 1967. 

· May 6 - President Dwight D. Eisenhower signs the Civil Rights Act of 1960. 

· Barry Goldwater's The Conscience of a Conservative is published. 

· March-July - At Harvard University, Timothy Leary and Richard Alpert begin experimenting with psychedelic drugs. 

· November - John F. Kennedy narrowly wins the Presidential election over Vice-President Richard Nixon, Kennedy is the first Catholic to ascend to the Presidency. Lyndon Baines Johnson is elected Vice-President. 

· December - the Food and Drug Administration approves the first birth control pill for sale. 

1961
· March 1 President Kennedy initiates 17 billion dollar nuclear missile program, increases military aid to Indochina and announces the creation of the Peace Corps. 

· April 25 - the Unites States invades Cuba at the Bay of Pigs and the mission is a failure. 

· April 12 - Yuri Gagarin of the USSR becomes the first man in space. 

· May 4 - the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) begins sending student volunteers on bus trips to test the implementation of new laws prohibiting segregation in interstate travel facilities. One of the first two groups of "freedom riders," encounters its first problem two weeks later, when a mob in Alabama sets the riders' bus on fire. The program continues and by the end of the summer 1,000 volunteers, black and white, have participated. The Freedom Riders force integration of Interstate and Travel facilities in the South. 

· August 13 - East German border guards begin construction of Berlin Wall. The Berlin Wall physically seperated Communist East Gernmany and Democratic West Germany. 

· Joseph Heller's Catch 22 is published. 

· September 15 - the United States starts underground nuclear testing. 

· October 6 - President Kennedy advises Americans to build fallout shelters.

1962
· SDS issues and adopts the Port Huron Statement. 

· February 16 - Boston SANE & fledgling SDS hold first anti-nuclear march on Washington with 4000-8000 protesters 

· The Supreme Court, in the case of Engel v. Viatle, rules aginst prayer in public schools. 

· John Glenn becomes the first American to orbit the earth. Sept - Timothy Leary founds International Foundation for Internal Freedom (IFIF) to promote LSD research as well as publish The Psychedelic Review. 

· October 22 - Cuban Missile Crisis: Soviets establish missile bases in Cuba, Kennedy orders a naval blockade to divert any missiles from arriving in Cuba. 

· November - George C. Wallace is elected Governor of Alabama. 

· British pop group the Beatles attain their first number one of the British charts with Love Me Do. 

· Folk singer Bob Dylan releases his first album.

1963
· January - Alabama Governor Wallace's "Segregation Forever" speech is given at his inauguration. 

· The U.S. and U.S.S.R. sign a treaty banning any atmospheric nuclear tests. 

· The Battle of Ap Bac in South Vietnam 

· April 3 - SCLC and volunteers stage sit-ins and mass protests in Birmingham, Alabama. 

· April 12 - Martin Luther King and Ralph Abernathy are arrested and go to jail in Birmingham during the protests, King then writes his Letter from a Birmingham Jail. 

· Betty Friedan's The Feminine Mystique is published. 

· June 11 - President Kennedy proposes the Civil Rights Bill. 

· June 12 - In Jackson,Mississippi, the state's NAACP field secretary, 37-year-old Medgar Evers is assassinated outside his home. Byron De La Beckwith is tried twice in 1964, both trials resulted in hung juries. Only thirty years later is he convicted for murdering Evers. 

· July 26-28 - Newport Folk Festival, includes popular folk singers Bob Dylan, Joan Baez, Phil Ochs and Pete Seeger. 

· August 28 - The March for Jobs and Freedom or more commonly known as the March on Washington attracts over 200,000 people to Washington, D.C. With the people concentrated around the Lincoln Memorial, Martin Luther King Jr. gives his I Have a Dream speech. 

· September 15 - Four Black girls are murdered attending Sunday school in the bombing of the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, Alabama. A target because it was where there was regular civil rights meetings. As a result Riots erupt in Birmingham, and two more black youths are killed in the violence. 

· Septmber 24 - Nuclear Test Ban Treaty is ratified by Senate. 

· September - Timothy Leary, Richard Alpert, and other Harvard alumni LSD researchers move to the Hitchcock's estate in Millbrook, New York to continue their research into psychedelics. 

· October 10 - Nuclear Test Ban Treaty takes effect. 

· Fall and assasination of Ngo Dinh Diem in Saigon, South Vietnam. This assasination was planned by the Kennedy Administration. 

· November 22 - President Kennedy is assassinated in Dallas, Texas by Lee Harvey Oswald. Lyndon B. Johnson is sworn in as President on Air Force One with First Lady Jackie Kennedy present. 

· November 24 - President Johnson escalates American's military involvement in the Vietnam War. 

· November 29 - The Beatles release "I Want to Hold Your Hand," which becomes a huge hit and a success in America. 

1964-1966

1964
· January 8 - President Johnson declares a "War on Poverty" in the State of the Union address thus initiating plans for his Great Society. 

· February 7 - The Beatles arrive in New York greeted by 10,000 screaming fans. 

· February 9 - The Beatles first appear on Ed Sullivan Show, performing with 74 million people watching them, the largest audience in the history of television. 

· Malcom X breaks from the Nation of Islam. 

· Congress passes the landmark Civil Rights Act. 

· Congress passes the Economic Opportunity Act initiating the war on poverty. 

· July 2 - President Johnson signs the Civil Rights Act of 1964, making segregation in public facilities and discrimination in employment illegal. 

· The Gulf of Tonkin Resolution gives President Johnson authority to prosecute an unlimited war in Vietnam unchecked by Congress. 

· Summer - Mississippi Summer Project: The Council of Federated Organizations (COFO), a network of civil rights groups including CORE and SNCC, launch a major effort to register black voters throughout the summer which becomes known as the Freedom Summer. It results in sending a group of delegates to the Democratic National Convention to protest and attempt to unseat the official all white Mississippi contingent. 

· July 18 - There is a Race riot in Harlem, NY 

· July 23 - Senate passes $947 million antipoverty bill as part of the Great Society 

· Free Speech Movement at the University of California in Berkley. 

· August 5 - Three civil rights volunteers working to register voters are murdered by southern whites. They first go missing on June 21, but only officially declared missing on August 5. The three voluteers were James E. Cheney, 21; Andrew Goodman, 21; and Michael Schwerner, 24. They been arrested arrested, incarcerated, and then released on speeding charges. Their murdered bodies are found after President Johnson sends military personnel to join the search party. It is later revealed that the police released the three men to the Ku Klux Klan who killed them. 

· August 20 - LBJ signs anti-poverty program part of his war on poverty and the Great Society. 

· August 28 - There are Race riots in Philadelphia 

· August 31 - President Johnson signs food stamp bill 

· November - President Johnson reelected in a landslide over Barry Goldwater, but conservatives take over the Republican Party and remain a force in the party. 

· Beatles first tour of the United States helps make them the most popular musical group in the English speaking world. 

· Nikita Khruschev toppled from power in the USSR 

· Cassius Clay wins heavyweight championship of the world and then announces he has joined the nation of Islam and changed his name to Muhammad Ali 

· October 14 - Announced that Martin Luther King Jr. has won the the Nobel Peace Prize. 

· December 10- the Nobel Peace Prize is awarded to King. 

1965
· January 4 - President Johnson outlines his "Great Society" 

· February - Martin Luther King Jr. and 770 other protesters arrested in Selma, Alabama for picketing county courthouse to end discrim voting rights. 

· February 8 - U.S. starts bombing North Vietnam. 

· February 18 - Sect. of Defense Robert McNamara calls for nationwide network of bomb shelters. 

· February 21 - Malcom X is assassinated in New York City. Malcolm X was a black nationalist and founder of the Organization of Afro-American Unity. It is believed the assailants are members of the Black Muslim faith, which Malcolm had recently abandoned. 

· March 3 - Owsley starts LSD factory, making large quantities of acid available for the first time. 

· March 6 - First American soldier officially sets foot on Vietnam battlefields, First U.S. combat troops begin fighting in South Vietnam. 

· March 7 - In Selma, Alabama, SCLC and SNCC lead marches for voting rights. Blacks begin a march to Montgomery in support of voting rights but are stopped at the Pettus Bridge by a police blockade. Fifty marchers are hospitalized after police use tear gas, whips, and clubs against them. The incident is dubbed "Bloody Sunday" by the media. 

· March 8 - 3,500 Marines land to protect Da Nang air base 

· March 16 - Police break-up a Civil Rights demonstration of 600 in Montgomery, Alabama 

· March 17 - 1,600 people demonstrate at Montgomery, Alabama courthouse 

· March 21 - Martin Luther King Jr. leads march from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama joined by 25,000 marchers. 

· March 24 - SDS organizes first Vietnam War teach-in at Univ. of Michigan 3000 show up. Teach-ins against the war begin. 

· March 25 - Civil rights worker shot and killed by KKK in Alabama 

· March 28 - Martin Luther King calls for boycott of Alabama on TV 

· April - 25,000 U.S. troops stationed in Vietnam 

· April 17 - SDS leads first anti-Vietwar march in Washington. 25,000 attend including Phil Ochs, Joan Baez and Judy Collins In Washington, D.C., SDS stages the first large national demonstration against the war. 

· July 8 - Chicago school integration protests 

· July 25 - Dylan goes Rock at Newport Folk Festival 

· July 30 - LBJ signs Medicare bill 

· August 10 - Congress passes the Voting Rights Act of 1965, making it easier for Southern blacks to register to vote. Literacy tests and other such requirements that tended to restrict black voting become illegal. 

· Twenty thousand U.S. troops intervene in the Dominican Republic. 

· United Farm Workers Organizing Committee launches a strike against grape growers in California. 

· Congress passes Immigration Reform Act 

· August 11 - Insurrection in Watts section of Los Angeles Major race riot (6 days) in Watts, leaves 35 dead. 

· August 13 - National Guard enters the Watts riots in L.A. in an attempt to stop the riots. 

· August 31 - Burning draft cards becomes an illegal and punishable act. Burning draft cards had become a popular protest method against the war. 

· September 5 - San Francisco writer Michael Fallon applies the term "hippie" to the San Francisco counterculture in an article about the Blue Unicorn coffeehouse where LEMAR (Legalize Marijuana) & the Sexual Freedom League meet, and hippie houses. 

· October 16 - 100,000 anti-war protesters nationwide in 80 cities 

· November - Unsafe at Any Speed about the automobile industry's disregard for safety, by Ralph Nader is published. 

· December 25 - Timothy Leary arrested for Marijuana at the Mexican border 

1966
· January 14 - March on Atlanta to protest ouster of Julian Bond 

· February 19 - Jefferson Airplane and Big Brother and the Holding Company with Janis Joplin perform at the Fillmore 

· March 3 - GI Bill grants veterans rights to education, housing, health and jobs 

· March 11 - Timothy Leary sentenced in Texas to 30 years for trying to cross into Mexico with a small amount of marijuana 

· March 25 - Anti-Vietnam war protests in NY bring out 25,000 on 5th Ave. Other protests in 7 US cities and 7 foreign cities. 

· April - FBI releases file on LSD, the drug gets bad press. 

· April - 30 Mississippi blacks build tent city under President Johnson's window to protest housing conditions in their state

· April 7 - Sandoz stops supplying LSD to the researchers 

· April 12 - NY Stock Exchange hit with anti-war leaflets 

· April 16 - Timothy Leary busted at Millbrook by G. Gordon Liddy & FBI for possession of marijuana 

· May 15 - There is an Antiwar demonstration in Washington D.C. with 10,000 protesters attending 

· August 18 - Quotations of Chairman Mao also called the the little red book is published in China. The Red Guard begins to wipe out western influence in China as part of the cultural revolution that is raging there. 

· September - Timothy Leary holds press conference at NY Advertising Club announcing formation of a psychedelic religion - League for Spiritual Discovery ("Turn on, tune in, drop out") & starts nightly presentations at the Village Theater. 

· November 5 - The Walk for Love and Peace and Freedom in New York City takes place with 10,000 participants. 

1967
· January 14 - Gathering of the Tribes, First Human Be-In occurs in San Francisco, 20,000 attend. 

· January 27 - US, USSR, UK sign treaty banning nuclear weapons in space. 

· February - 25,000 US troops sent to the Cambodian border 

· March - A Scientist reports LSD causes chromosome damage however, it is never proven. 

· March 26 - Be-In at Central Park in NY. which 10,000 attend 

· April 5 - Grayline starts tours of the hippie neighbourhood of Haight/Ashbury 

· April 10 - Vietnam Week starts. Draft card burnings and anti-draft demonstrations 

· MartinLuther King Jr. begins to speak out against the war in Vietnam. 

· April 15 - Anti-Vietnam War protest. 400,000 march from Central Park to UN. Speeches by Martin Luther King, Stokely Carmichael and Dr. Benjamin Spock 

· May 19 - First U.S. air strike on Hanoi 

· May 20 - Flower Power Day in NYC 1967 

· June 16 -Monterey Pop Festival 

· June 21 - Summer Solstice Party in Golden Gate Park 

· June 30 - The number of US troops in Vietnam reaches 448,400. 

· July - "Summer of Love" in San Francisco 

· July - Rioting throughout the summer in the US. Blacks begin protesting in Chicago, Brooklyn, Cleveland and Baltimore. 

· July 11 - Large riots and insurrections in the black ghettos of Newark and Detroit. 

· July 24 - Riots in Detroit lead to 43 deaths. 

· July 26 - H. Rap Brown arrested for inciting a riot in Maryland. 

· Oct 20 - Seven KKK members are convicted of conspiracy in the 1964 murders of three civil rights worker. 

· October 21-22 - Anti-war protesters march on and storm the Pentagon. "Diggers" exorcise the Pentagon. Overall 35,000 demonstraters are at the pentagon, 647 are arrested. 

· Octber 26 - The Government eliminates draft deferments for those who violate draft laws including burning draft cards or interfering with military recruitment for the war. 

· November 14 - Air Quality Act provides $428 million to fight air pollution. 

· December - The number of US troops in Vietnam reaches 486,000. 15,000 soldiers have been killed in the war thus far, the majority, 60% died in 1967. 

· December - "Stop the Draft" movement organized by 40 antiwar groups, nationwide protests ensue. 

· December 5 - 1000 antiwar protesters try to close NYC induction center. 585 arrested including Allen Ginsberg and Dr. Benjamin Spock. 

· December 22 - Owsley arrested and ceases making acid. 

· December 31 - Abbie Hoffman, Jerry Rubin, Paul Krassner, Dick Gregory, & friends pronounce themselves "Yippies" 

1968
· January 16 - Youth International Party (Yippies) founded. 

· January 31 - Viet Cong launch Tet Offensive. The Tet Offensive throughout South Vietnam turns most Americans against Johnson's policy for war in Vietnam. 

· February - Timothy Leary evicted from Millbrook house. 

· February 8 - George Wallace mounts a third-party campaign for President on a law and order platform 

· March 12 - Eugene McCarthy wins 42% of the vote in the New Hampshire presidential primary. 

· March 16 - Massacre of 200 - 500 Vietnamese civilians at My Lai. 

· March 16 - Robert F. Kennedy announces candidacy for President. 

· March 31 - President suprisingly announces his decision not to run again for the Presidency and offers a partial Vietnam bombing halt. 

· April 4 - Martin Luther King shot and killed in Memphis at the age 39. King was shot as he stood on the balcony outside his hotel room. Escaped convict James Earl Ray later pleads guilty to the crime. 

· April - The week following Martin Luther King Jr.'s murder there is as a result black uprisings in 125 cities across the U.S. 

· April 6 - Oakland Police ambush Black Panthers. Black Panther Eldridge Cleaver arrested with a bullet-shattered leg, while Bobby Hutton is shot and killed. 

· April 8 - The Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs established (DEA) in response to growing drug culture in the U.S. 

· April 11 - President Johnson signs the Civil Rights Act of 1968, prohibiting discrimination in the sale, rental, and financing of housing. 

· April 11 - There is a major call-up of military reserves for duty in Vietnam 

· April 14 - Love-in at Malibu Canyon, California. 

· April 15 - Start of Spring Mobilization against the Vietnam war. 

· April 23 - SDS lead students take over 5 buildings at Colombia Univeristy for a week. 700 arrested 

· April 24 - 300 Black students occupy administration building at Boston University demanding black studies and financial aid. 

· April 29 - The rock musical HAIR opens on Broadway at the Biltmore Theater. 

· May 10 - Vietnam peace talks begin in Paris. In hopes of ensuring the South Vietnam will not fall to the communists in the North. 

· June 5 - Robert Kennedy assassinated by Sirhan Sirhan moments after winning the California primary. 

· July 1 - Nuclear nonproliferation treaty is signed by 61 nations including the United States. 

· August 1 - There are 541,000 U.S. Troops in Vietnam. 

· August 3, 1968 - The first Newport Pop Festival in Costa Mesa, California to an audience of over 100,000 people. Performers at the festival include Steppenwolf, Jefferson Airplane, Sonny & Cher, Tiny Tim, the Byrds, Iron Butterfly, The Grateful Dead and Eric Burdon &; the Animals. 

· August 8 - Richard Nixon and Spiro Agnew nominated during Miami riots. 

· August 25-29 - Antiwar demonstration clash with police at the Democratic Convention in Chicago. There were approximately 10,000 demonstrators vs. 11,000 Chicago police; 6,000 National Guard; 7,500 U.S. army troops; and 1,000 FBI, CIA and other services agents. Bystanders and press were also beaten by police in the cross fire. 

· August 28 - Hubert Humphrey and Edward Muskie nominated on a prowar platform amid violent antiwar protests in Chicago. 

· November 5 - Richard Nixon narrowly elected President, with Spiro T. Agnew, as his Vice-President. 

· November 6 - Student Strike at San Francisco State 

1969
· February - Strike at U.C. Berkeley for ethnic studies 

· February 13 - 33 students arrested at administration building sit-in at University of Massachusetts 

· February 18 - Students seize building and boycott started at Howard University. 

· February 24 - Students occupy Adminstartion building at Penn State. 

· February 27 - Police charge student picket lines, club and arrest two Chicano leaders at U.C. Berkeley. 

· February 27 - Thousands rampage thru nine buildings at U of Wisconsin, Madison over black enrollments. 

· March 20 - James Earl Ray is sentenced to 99 years for Martin Luther King Jr.'s murder. 

· April - There is a peak amount of 543,000 US troops in Vietnam 

· April 9 - 300 Harvard students led by SDS seize Univ Hall and evict eight deans April 10 - Police called into Harvard, 37 injured, 200 arrested April 11 - Start of 3 day student strike at Harvard April 22 - Harvard faculty votes to create black studies program & give students vote in selection of its faculty.
· April 22 - City College of NY closed after black & Puerto Rican students lock selves inside asking higher minority enrollment. 

· April 23 - Sirhan Sirhan is sentenced to death for Robert Kennedy's murder . 

· April 24 - U.S. B-52s launch the biggest attack yet on North Vietnam. As a result there are protests ensuing around the country. 

· May 15 - Hippies in People's Park in Berkeley attacked by police and National Guard. 

· July - Stephen Gaskin starts The Farm commune in Tennessee. 

· July 20 - The Unites States' Apollo 11 lands on the moon, and Neil Armstrong walks on the Moon 

· President Nison initiates "Vietnamization" of the war thus decreasing the number of U.S. troops in Indochina.

· July 27 - Stonewall riot in New York's Greenwich Village. 2000 protesters battle 400 police, initiates the Gay Liberation Movement. 

· August 9 - Sharon Tate & LaBiancas found murdered by Charles Manson & Crew 

· August 15 - 17 WOODSTOCK Festival 500,000 people gathered for three days of music and peace that changed the world 

· August 26 - FBI reports 98% increase in marijuana arrests from 1966 - 1968 

· September 3 - Ho Chi Min, leader of North Vietnam, dies 

· September 24 - Chicago Eight trial begins. Tom Hayden, Abbie Hoffman, Jerry Rubin et al charged with conspiracy to incite riots at the Democratic National Convention. 

· October 8-11 - The Weatherman a more radical faction of the SDS - "Days of Rage" 

· October 15 - Declared Peace Day there are 500,000 protesters nationwide is the First Vietnam Moratorium 

· October 21 - Jack Kerouac, beat author of "On the Road" dies. 

· October 30 - The Supreme Court orders desegregation nationwide 

· November 15 - 500,000 + march in Wash. DC for peace. Largest antiwar rally in U.S. history. Speakers: McCarthy, McGovern, Coretta King, Dick Gregory, Leonard Bernstein. Singers: Arlo Guthrie, Pete Seeger, Peter, Paul, & Mary, John Denver, Mitch Miller, touring cast of Hair 1969. 

· November 7 - First round of Strategic Arms Limitation Talks (SALT) talks begin in Helsinki between the U.S. and the Soviets. 

· November 24 - Lt. William Calley charged the murder of 102 South Vietnamese civilians at My Lai.

· November 25 - PresidentNixon orders all US germ warfare stockpiles destroyed. 

· December - The death and injury toll of US troops in Vietnam reaches over 100,000 US troops dead or injured in Vietnam. 

· December 1 - First draft lottery since W.W.II held in NYC 

· December 8 - There is a raid on the Black Panther headquarters in LA resulting in a four hour shoot-out 

· December 24 - Rolling Stones "Altamont" concert erupts in violence with one spectator killed 

1970
· January 1 - Nixon signs National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 

· February - Timothy Leary sentenced to 10 years for Texas/Mex marijuana bust 

· February 4 - Riot in Isla Vista, Calif. protesting Chicago verdicts 

· February 4 - President Nixon proposes environmental cleanup - EPA 

· February 18 - Chicago Seven acquitted of conspiracy charges 

· February 19 - Chicago Seven Trial verdict: Dellinger, Davis, Hayden, Hoffman, & Rubin found guilty of crossing state lines to incite riot 

· February 19 - Explosions in 3 office buildings in NY; and in Calif; Wash; Maryland; Mich, possibly done by the Weathermen 

· February 25 - Isla Vista, Santa Barbara Bank of America bombed 

· February 26 - U.S. Army discontinues surveillance of civilian demonstrations and files of demonstrators 

· March 6 - Three Weathermen blow themselves up in Greenwich Village, NY 

· April 1 - Cigarette advertising banned on radio and TV 

· April 7 - Referring to student unrest, Ronald Reagan, Gov. of Calif: "If it takes a bloodbath, let's get it over with." 

· April 10 - Paul McCartney announces breakup of Beatles 

· April 22 - First Earth Day. Millions participate 

· April 30 - Nixon sends troops into Cambodia 

· May 4 - Four College Students Killed by National Guard at Kent State University, Ohio 

· May 5 - Nuclear nonproliferation treaty takes effect 

· May 8 - Construction workers attack antiwar demonstrators, Wall St., NY 

· May 9 - 100,000 attend antiwar rally, Wash. D.C. 

· May 14 - Police kill two at Jackson State during violent student demonstrations 

· June 15 - Supreme Court OKs conscientious objector status on moral grounds 

· June 18 - U.S. voting age lowered to 18, now old enough to kill and vote. (see Mar 23, 1971?) 

· June 11 - Daniel Berrigan arrested by FBI for kidnapping/bombing conspiracy 

· September 12 - Timothy Leary escapes prison (San Luis Obispo) with help from the Weather Underground, joins Eldridge Cleaver in Algiers. 

· September 18 - Jimi Hendrix dead at age 27 

· October 4 - Janis Joplin dies 

· October 13 - Angela Davis arrested on kidnapping, murder and conspiracy charges 

· December - Paul McCartney sues to dissolve Beatles. 

· December 2 - Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) activated 

1971
· January 7 - DDT use outlawed by U.S. Court of Appeals 

· January 12 - Rev. Philip Berrigan and 5 others indicted for conspiracy to kidnap Henry Kissinger and bomb federal buildings 

· January 12 - Ralph Nader forms Earth Act group 

· January 25 - Charles Manson and followers found guilty of murder 

· January 25 - Supreme Court makes first decision against sexual discrimination in hiring 

· March 1 - Bomb explodes in Capitol men's room. Weather Underground claims responsibility "in retaliation for the Laos decision" 

· March 1 - U.S. stops licensing commercial whale hunters 

· March 8 - Supreme Court rules that objection to a particular war is not sufficient grounds for conscientious objection 

· March 23 - Congress votes to lower voting age to 18 

· March 29 - Lt. Calley convicted for My Lai massacre 

· March 29 - Charles Manson, et al sentenced to death after longest trial in Calif. history 

· April 19 - Over 1000 Veterans demonstrate against the Vietnam war in Wash D.C., throwing their medals over the Capitol fence 

· April 20 - School busing upheld to end segregation by Supreme Court 

· April 23 - Vietnam veterans return medals and ribbons in antiwar protest 

· April 24 - Over 350,000 Veterans march in Wash D.C. and SF to protest war in Vietnam 

· April 26 - 50,000 demonstrators in Washington D.C. set up "Algonquin Peace City" 

· May 3 - May Day antiwar protest, Wash. D.C. 

· May 11 - Indian occupation of Alcatraz ends after 19 months 

· June 13 - Pentagon Papers appear in NY Times 

· July 3 - Jim Morrison of The Doors dies in Paris

· November - Nixon starts withdrawing troops from Vietnam. 

1972
· January 25 - Shirley Chisholm first black woman to run for President 

· February - Life Magazine states: "Today's high school generation is interested security, stability, & comfort." 

· February 24 - After 16 months in prison, Angela Davis is released 

· March - Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) passes Congress 

· March 22 - 13-member National Commission on Marijuana & Drug Abuse recommends legalization of marijuana 

· March 22 - Equal Rights Amendment prohibiting sex discrimination passes Senate 

· March 30 - North Vietnamese launch massive attack. Troops go south through the DMZ into South Vietnam, U.S. resumes bombing 

· April 10 - Biological Warfare Treaty signed by U.S. and 120 nations 

· April 15 - President Nixon & Canada P.M. Pierre Trudeau sign pact to clean up Great Lakes 

· May 2 - FBI director J. Edgar Hoover Dies 

· May 9 President Nixon orders mining of North Vietnam's ports 

· May 15 - Gov. George Wallace shot during primary campaign in Maryland 

· May 18 - Margaret Kuhn start Gray Panthers to protest discrimination against elderly 

· May 22 - Nixon makes first U.S. presidential trip to Moscow 

· May 26 - U.S. and USSR freeze nuclear weapons at current level 

· June 14 - EPA bans DDT in the USA 

· June 17 - Watergate Break-In 

· June 29 - Supreme Court rules state death penalties unconstitutional - cruel and unusual punishment 

· July - First Rainbow Gathering in Colorado 

· July 1 - Gloria Steinem launches feminist magazine, Ms. 

· July 10 - Democratic Convention nominates George McGovern for president of the United States 

· August 11 - Last U.S. military unit in Vietnam withdrawn 

· August 18 - Water Pollution Control Act passed by Congress over Nixon's veto 

· August 21 - Republican National Convention nominates Nixon and Agnew again 

· August 23 - 1100 antiwar protest arrested outside Republican National Convention 

· August 28 - Consumer Product Safety Commision established 

· September 5 - Arabs kill Israeli athletes at Munich Olympics 

· November 13 - U.S. and 90 countries sign International Oceanic Pollution pact 

· December 18 - Full scale bombing of North Vietnam resumes 

1972
· January 27 - Vietnam ceasefire agreement signed after 58,000 US casualties, U.S. military draft ends 

· January 30 - McCord and Liddy found guilty of Watergate burglary & wiretap attempt 

· February 28 - 250 American Indians (AIM) occupy Wounded Knee 

· March 29 - Last American troops withdrawn from Vietnam 

· April 16 - US bombs Laos 

· April 30 - Nixon accepts resignation of H.R. Haldeman & John Ehrlichman & fires John Dean. Nixon denies knowledge of break-in or cover-up 

· July 20 - Senate subpoenas Watergate tapes 

· August 8 - Nixon Resigns amid Watergate scandal 

· October 10 - Spiro Agnew resigns 

· October 16 - Kissinger awarded Nobel Peace Prize 

· October 23 - Nixon Impeachment begins 

· November - Congress passes "Freedom of Information" act. 

· November 7 - War Powers Act passed over Nixon's veto - requires Congressional approval for military actions over 60 days 

· November 9 - Six Watergate defendants sentenced 

1974
· February 4 - Patty Hearst, 19, kidnapped by the SLA (Symbionese Liberation Army) 

· February 12 - SLA demands that Randolph Hearst begin food distribution to poor 

· April 1 - Jane Fonda arrives in Vietnam on second visit 

· April 15 - Patricia Hearst participates in bank robbery with SLA members 

· May 17 - SLA shoot-out in LA 

· July 30 - Two articles of impeachment voted against President Nixon 

· August 9 - President Nixon resigns from the Presidency at noon 

· September 4 - Nixon pardoned by President Ford 

· September 7 - CIA operation against Chile's Marxist Govt. disclosed 

· September 16 - President Ford announces conditional pardon for draft evaders and deserters 

· November 21 - Freedom of Information Act passed over President Ford's veto 

· December 21 - NY Times reports on CIA illegal domestic activities during Vietnam War 

